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Ros Clarke traces Church Society’s family 
tree back to the early nineteenth century.

The history of Church Society began long 
before our official start in 1950. That date 
marked the merger of two long-established 
organisations under the name which we 
still hold. But those organisations, Church 
Association and the National Church League, 
trace their roots back more than 100 years.

National Church League
Protestant Association
We must look back to 1835 and the 
establishment of the Protestant Association1 
for the first branch on Church Society’s family 
tree. The 1830s had seen the beginning of the 
Oxford Movement (also known as the Tractarian 
Movement), which called for the Church of 
England to return to pre-Reformation traditions 
of liturgy, theology and practice. Men such as 

Before Church SocietyBefore Church Society

John Henry Newman, John Keble and Edward 
Pusey, many of whom were associated with 
the University of Oxford, were concerned 
with perceived attacks on the church by the 
government, which they feared might lead to 
disestablishment – and the loss of the church’s 
endowments. A return to an older form of 
Christianity might, they argued, re-establish the 
Church’s divine authority, and thus not make it 
subject to the state.

But the Tractarians were not only seeking 
a pre-Reformation church, they were actively 
seeking a church whose doctrine was 
compatible with that of the Roman Catholic 
church. Newman argued that the Thirty-Nine 
Articles were indeed compatible (and later 
in his life, converted to Roman Catholicism, 
along with many other Tractarians). Thus the 
movement led to what we now know as Anglo-
Catholic theology and churchmanship.

For evangelicals in the Church of England 
– and following the Great Awakening of the 
eighteenth century, led by men like George 
Whitefield, there were many! – this movement 
had to be strongly opposed. Anglicanism 
was rightly understood as a Protestant 
denomination, formed in opposition to 
Catholicism and doctrinally opposed to it in its 
reformed foundations. What was needed was 
an association of people of true gospel faith, 
committed to the Church of England, who 
would speak and act against the Romanising 
influence of the Oxford Movement. And so the 
Protestant Association was born.

What was needed was an 
association of people of true 
gospel faith, committed to 
the Church of England, who 
would speak and act against 
the Romanising influence of 
the Oxford Movement.
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National Protestant Church Union
While the Protestant Association focused its 
attention on the opposition to the Oxford 
Movement, other Anglican evangelicals worked 
hard to put their gospel faith into practice in 
all kinds of social justice endeavours: abolition, 
child labour laws, housing conditions, workers’ 
rights, prison reform and education. In 1870, 
the Protestant Education Institute was formed, 
which merged with the Protestant Association 
in 1889 to form the Protestant Churchmen’s 
Alliance.2 

Churchman, for many years the name of our 
theological journal, had a particular meaning in 
the nineteenth century which has fallen out of use 
today. To be a ‘churchman’ was to be committed 
to the Church of England, as well as the gospel. 
Despite the claims of the Anglo-Catholics that 
they would be better suited to a nonconformist 
denomination, the Protestant Churchmen 
disagreed. They were not for moving.

Ladies League and Lady Cornelia Wimborne
Members of the associations mentioned so 
far were largely or wholly male. Clergy, of 
course, in those days, were all men. But women 
were not idle in the Victorian church, and in 
1899, under the presidency of Lady Cornelia 
Wimborne, the Ladies’ League was formed. 
Lady Cornelia was a daughter of the 7th Duke 
of Marlborough and aunt to the future Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, but it was her 
mother-in-law, Lady Charlotte Guest, who 
was the model for much of Lady Wimborne’s 
philanthropy. 

Anglican evangelicals 
worked hard to put their 
gospel faith into practice 
in all kinds of social justice 
endeavours: abolition, 
child labour laws, housing 
conditions, workers’ rights, 
prison reform and education.

Cornelia Henrietta Maria Guest,  
Baroness Wimborne  

(née Spencer-Churchill; 1847–1927)
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was ‘calling on women in England to exert their 
influence to check, and if possible to prevent, 
what we foresaw must lead to disaster in our 
Church. We felt that on religious questions 
women are as vitally interested as men, and 
that in any case they are certain to exercise 
a predominating influence on them in one 
direction or another, and in this I do not think 
we were wrong.’

Around 2,000 women joined the Ladies 
League in the first year, no doubt many of them 
persuaded personally by Lady Wimborne who 
was clearly passionate about her cause:

‘We must remember that we are 
contending for truth and freedom: the 
truth as it is in God’s Word, and for 
the freedom of men who realise that 
forgiveness of sins does not depend on 
their fellow men, but upon faith in the 
finished work of the Redeemer. These 
things are worth contending for, men 
have thought them worth dying for.’

Just a few years later, the Ladies’ League 
widened its membership to include men and 
became the Church of England League in 
1904. Then in 1906, it joined with the National 
Protestant Church Union to form the National 
Church League.

National Church League
The President of the National Church League 
in the 1920s was William Joynson-Hicks (later 
Viscount Brentford), who also happened to be 
the Home Secretary from 1924–1929. It is hard 
to imagine a contemporary Home Secretary also 
having time to run another organisation today!  

But in God’s providence, Joynson-Hicks 
was in office in 1927, when a proposed Revised 

It was said of Lady Wimborne that ‘she had 
an irresistible means of getting her own way 
which should cause any man that did not agree 
with her to fly to the uttermost ends of the 
earth.’3 She had a reputation as a formidable 
public speaker and a persuasive advocate 
for any cause she undertook. Her obituary 
reported that Lady Wimborne was ‘one of the 
most influencial of late Victorian hostesses’. 
‘Her Ladyship was possessed of great force of 
character. Had she been of the opposite sex or 
had she been born 20 years later, she would 
probably have figured as prominently in politics 
as her brother, Lord Randolph Churchill, or her 
nephew, Mr. Winston Churchill.’4 

The Ladies’ League was formed as a result 
of Lady Wimborne’s encounter with Ritualism in 
one of her charity projects. She was outraged 
to discover that it was widespread across the 
country and determined to rally the women of 
the country to work against it. In her address at 
the first Annual Meeting of the Ladies’ League 
in June 1900 she explained that the League 

‘We felt that on religious 
questions women are as 
vitally interested as men, 
and that in any case they 
are certain to exercise a 
predominating influence 
on them in one direction or 
another, and in this I do not 
think we were wrong.’
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Prayer Book required parliamentary assent. At the 
time, the only authorised prayer book for use in 
the Church of England was the Book of Common 
Prayer in its 1662 edition. The Oxford Movement 
and its interpretation of the BCP prompted 
the need for a review, especially looking at the 
‘ornaments rubric’, that is, the instructions for what 
ministers should wear. This review quickly led to 
further work on revising the liturgy itself, to make 
it clear to a modern congregation, but without 
introducing doctrinal changes. Unfortunately, 
by the end of the First World War, attitudes had 
changed and there was a greater focus on allowing 
Anglo-Catholic changes to be made, such as 
the introduction of the reserved sacrament.5 

Although this Revised Prayer Book had 
been agreed by the National Assembly, the 
forerunner of General Synod, it had to be 
legalised in Parliament. William Joynson-Hicks, 
aware that the book had been approved by 
the Parliamentary Ecclesiastical Committee 
and passed in the House of Lords, knew that 
the Commons was the last line of defence. He 
organised a group of around 100 MPs, across 
party lines, and when the time came for debate, 
led the opposition to the book with a stirring 
speech against this ‘mediaeval’ liturgy and the 
idolatrous practice of reserving the sacrament. 
The motion was defeated by 238 votes to 206. 
An amended version of the book also failed to 
receive approval a year later.

However, the bishops decided to permit the 
use of the book anyway, during the General Strike 
of 1929. Use of the book became widespread and 
was formally approved by the bishops in 1958, 
despite lacking authorised status. 

A fuller account of these events can be 
found in Joynson-Hicks’ own book, The Prayer 
Book Crisis, available online.6 

William Joynson-Hicks,  
1st Viscount Brentford (1865–1932)
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The Church Association
In 1865 another organisation was established 
with the expressed aim: ‘To uphold the 
principles and order of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, and to counteract 
the efforts now being made to assimilate her 
services to those of the Church of Rome and 
further to encourage concerted action for 
the advancement and progress of spiritual 
Religion.’ Once again it was the increasingly 
influential Oxford Movement which led to 
the formation of the society. The Church 
Association was active in publishing tracts7 to 
counter those of the Tractarians, getting articles 
in mainstream newspapers, and supporting 
bills through Parliament to legislate against the 
Anglo-Catholics. Along with other evangelical 
individuals and groups at the time, the Church 
Association began to acquire patronage rights, 
in order to ensure the future of evangelical 
ministry. It also organised meetings, sent 
regular correspondence and pursued legal 
action against Anglo-Catholic clergy.

An early example of this came in 1867, 
when the Church Association accused 
Alexander MacKonochie, vicar of St Alban the 
Martyr’s Church, Holborn of ‘the elevation of 
the host, the use of lighted candles and the 
mixed chalice together with incense, chasubles 
of coloured silk, confessionals, stations of 
the cross and other popish toys’. The case 
succeeded and MacKonochie was suspended 
from ministry for three months.

In 1874, the Public Worship Regulation 
Act was passed, which was intended to curtail 
the ritualism and Roman Catholic practices of 
Anglo-Catholic clergy. It had been brought 
to Parliament as a Private Member’s Bill by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. Under the new 

law, a case could be brought by archdeacons, 
churchwardens, or (male!) parishioners against a 
clergyman who had illegally changed the fabric 
or ornaments in the church or at a burial, worn 
illegal vestments or used liturgy other than 
the BCP. There were Church Association tracts 
published to help people identify evidence 
of law-breaking. Cases were to be tried in a 
new court, operated by the state rather than 
the church. Before the case could go to court, 
however, it had to be approved by the bishop 
and bishops then, as now, were reluctant 
to exercise such discipline. A good number 
of trials were heard despite this, and five 
clergymen were imprisoned as a result of their 
refusal to comply with the act. Unfortunately, 
these men became something of a cause 
célèbre, gaining widespread public sympathy. 
In the end, a Royal Commission took all the 
force out of the Act in 1906, though it was not 
repealed until 1965.8 

The National Protestant League
From its inception, the National Protestant 
League supported the work of the Church 
Association, as seen in its list of objectives. 
Their goals included youth work, publishing and 
parliamentary influence, as well as opposing 
Anglo-Catholicism. They formed local groups, 
to meet regularly in social gatherings, as well 
as for lectures, prayer meetings and classes. 
Political action included making petitions and 
seeking the election of Protestant MPs. This 
advert for the National Protestant League was 
published in the first volume of the Church 
Association Tracts.

Then, as now, the Church of England was 
often associated with the middle and upper 
classes of society, but the establishment 

Bishop J. C. Ryle was 
committed to taking the 
gospel to those working 
on the docks and in the 
factories, as well as those 
of even more desperate 
circumstances.
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of the Church of England Working Men’s 
Protestant Union is a good reminder that it 
was always intended to be a church for all. 
Bishop J. C. Ryle, the first Bishop of the new 
city of Liverpool, was committed to taking the 
gospel to those working on the docks and in 
the factories, as well as those of even more 
desperate circumstances. The Working Men’s 
Union, along with the National Protestant 
League, the Evangelical Protestant Union and 
the Holdfast Union all eventually joined with the 
Church Association.

The Churchman
The Churchman (later Churchman, and now 
The Global Anglican) began life in 1879 as a 
monthly magazine for clergy and lay people, 
in some ways closer to our current quarterly 
magazine, Crossway than a theological journal. 
It was paid for by subscription, and something 
of a replacement for an earlier journal, The 
Christian Observer, which had closed two years 
previously. The first issues contained 80 pages 
and sold for the princely sum of a shilling. As 
well as articles on church matters, the magazine 
included comment on current events, political 
and cultural concerns. Anything which might 
be of interest to the reader could be found 
in The Churchman, including book reviews of 
novels and poetry, alongside commentaries and 
doctrinal works.

The first editor of Churchman was 
determined to establish it as a clearly 
evangelical publication, but his successor 
had a broader goal, to make it a mainstream 
newspaper for the whole Church of England. In 
1902, however, a new editor, Henry Wace, Dean 
of Canterbury and President of the National 
Church League, assumed the helm and steered 

Prayer Diary: July
Please pray every day that God’s blessing 
will be on Church Society to sustain it and 
guide its ministry.

1	 Pray for evangelical bishops in the 
Church of England to stand firm for Jesus 
amidst all the pressures of their role.

2	 Reepham* (Norwich) – Team Rector, Keith 
Rengert.

3	 Pray for a meeting of The Alliance 
stakeholders today.

4	 Pray for evangelicals to be engaged 
in the synods and committees of the 
Church of England, for the sake of the 
gospel. Pray especially for those serving 
on General Synod.

5	 Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, St George’s, Wembdon in the 
Diocese of Bath & Wells, and the Vicar Ed 
Moll. Please pray for help with our youth 
(growing youth needs leader), and help 
with our roof (not working). We might also 
ask for joy in the midst of these challenges!

6	 Ringsfield* (St Eds & Ips) – P-in-C, Mark 
Bee.

7	 Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, St James’s, Burton in Kendal in 
the Diocese of Carlisle, and the Vicar 
Graham Burrows.

8	 Pray for the Church Society Council 
meeting today, for useful discussions and 
wise decisions. For Andrew Towner as 
Chairman.

9	 Pray for Christian students graduating 
this summer, that they will find appropriate 
churches and jobs as they begin their 
working lives. 

10	Rodden (Bath & Wells) – P-in-C, Joanne 
Robinson.

11	Pray for the meeting of General Synod 
this weekend in York, that biblical wisdom 
will guide the discussions and decisions. 
Pray especially for Church Society staff 
and members on Synod to be bold 
and courageous in holding out the true 
gospel. 
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came into existence. It was a new name, but 
an organisation with deep roots and a strong 
heritage, ready to meet the new challenges of 
the next 75 years.

Ros Clarke is the Associate 
Director of Church Society.

1 Not to be confused with an earlier group of the 
same name formed in 1779 to oppose Catholic 
emancipation, which later became part of the 
Protestant Alliance, a group still in existence today.
2 The Protestant Churchmen’s Alliance was largely 
in sympathy with the aims of the Church Association 
(see below), but not necessarily its tactics, particularly 
in legal action.
3 Attributed to a solicitor, Philip Budge. See www.
artwarefineart.com/gallery/portrait-lady-cornelia-
henrietta-maria-guest-baroness-wimborne-
obe-1847-1927.
4 See above.
5 That is, consecrated bread and wine are not 
consumed immediately, but left on display, to be 
venerated.
6 https://archive.org/details/prayerbookcrisis00bren/
7 Most volumes, including the earliest, are available 
at: https://archive.org/details/churchassociatio01lond/
page/n3/mode/2up A quick scan of the contents 
pages will give a good idea of their priorities.
8 More information about these events can be 
found here: www.churchsociety.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/Cman_111_3_Scotland.pdf.

it firmly back to its evangelical roots. In 1917, 
after Wace had passed the editorship on, the 
journal was in a precarious financial position 
and so the National Church League purchased 
it for £300. It did, however, mean that 
publication had to be reduced from monthly, 
to quarterly, inevitably affecting the contents. 
There were fewer comments on current events 
and a greater emphasis on theological content 
which did not date so quickly. By 1950, it had 
established a pattern of publishing themed 
issues of serious theological content.

1950
The evangelical movement which had risen up 
in a great wave during the eighteenth-century 
revival, and fought hard in the nineteenth-
century battle against the Oxford Movement, 
had seen significant decline in England during 
the first half of the twentieth century. Despite 
the legal victories of the Church Association 
in the courts and Joynson-Hicks with others in 
Parliament, public support for evangelicalism 
had waned. Religion of all forms was coming 
into question due to the rapid growth of 
scientific discoveries and the horrors of war. 

The National Church League and the Church 
Association had similar aims from the start, 
although very different approaches to their 
task, and in this post-war era there no longer 
seemed to be a reason to exist separately. 
Both organisations had a complex history of 
many mergers, and so this was the obvious 
next step. In 1950 a new Memorandum of 
Association was drawn up and Church Society 

The Very Reverend Henry Wace 
(1836–1924)
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Prayer Diary: July
12	Pray for Church Society members at 

General Synod, and especially Ros 
Clarke as she presents her Private 
Member’s Motion for debate, calling for 
an independent culture and governance 
review of the House of Bishops. 

13	High Roding (Chelmsford) – P-in-C, 
Robert Stone. Give thanks for our 
Exploring Christianity course which was 
well attended and led to a baptism and 
confirmation, and others returning to 
church. Please pray for all our outreach 
activities as we continue to share the 
gospel.

14	Routh (York) – P-in-C, Jonathan Baker. 
Give thanks for the small but faithful 
congregation maintaining a Christian 
presence in Routh. Pray for deepening 
discipleship and for succession planning 
as there is a need for younger lay officers 
on the PCC.

15	Pray for the ministry of Church Society 
Trust, our patronage board meeting 
today, for wise appointments in all our 
Trust parishes. For Paul Darlington as 
Chairman.

16	Ryde, St James (Portsmouth) – Chaplain, 
James Leggett.

17	Sevington (Canterbury) – Team Vicar, 
Teena Twelves.

18	Pray for the work of The Alliance. Pray 
that the churches represented in The 
Alliance would work well together in 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus 
Christ afresh in each generation to the 
people of England and play their part in 
revitalising the Church of England.

19	Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, St John, Walthamstow in the 
Diocese of Chelmsford, and the Vicar 
Kieran Bush. Praise God for the great 
start made by Nenad our new Minister in 
Training. Please pray for a visa for his wife 
(Viktorija). Please pray for gospel growth as 
we study Esther and Jesus’ I AM sayings.

20	Slaidburn* (Blackburn) – Vacancy.

Pray with us...
If you are a Church Society member 
and would like to receive the fortnightly 
members’ prayer diary by email (if 
you don’t already), please contact the 
office: admin@churchsociety.org. 

This prayer diary is also posted daily 
in the members’ prayer group on 
Facebook, and on the members’ prayer 
feed on Prayermate. Let us know if you 
would like access to either of these. 

Our public prayer diary is also 
available on Prayermate, as well as on 
our Twitter and Facebook streams. You 
also can find a printed version of this in 
Crossway.

We hold a regular monthly members-
only prayer meeting on Zoom, on the 
first Thursday of every month. 

If you would like to join us for these 
but haven’t received information 
about them, please contact the office 
to ensure that you are on the right 
mailing list! We also post the link in the 
members’ prayer group on Facebook.

© daryapoph/123RF.com
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Ros Clarke looks back over the past 75 years 
of Church Society’s work. 

While Church Association was best known for 
its political actions in the church and outside 
it, the National Church League had largely 
focused on educational work within the church. 
From 1950, Church Society brought both 
strands together. Rather than taking ministers 
to court, political action was largely in the form 
of campaigning on particular issues, engaging 
in the new General Synod formed in 1970, 
and seeking to influence public discourse. The 
educational work continued through the Church 
Book Room Press, Church Society’s publishing 
house. Resources for all Christians to educate 
them in the Anglican faith included books, 
magazines and even film scripts! 

Church Society’s earliest concerns included 
education through its two schools, training 
women for non-ordained ministry, providing 
help for ordinands and publishing. Today, 
Church Society has just one school, it trains 
women for non-ordained ministry through 
the Priscilla Programme, it provides help for 
ordinands and others through our bursaries 
and scholarships, and we still have a thriving 
publication ministry.

Youth and children’s work 
Many readers will be familiar with the work 
of CYFA and Pathfinder church groups for 
teenagers, along with associated summer 
camps run by CPAS (now under the names of 
Ventures and Falcons). It is less well-known 

that these began under the auspices of 
Church Society, building on the work of the 
National Church League’s ‘Young Churchman’s 
Movement’. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, Church Society 
produced a large number of resources for 
young  people, as well as for the leaders of 
youth groups. There were four volumes of 
Pathfinder resources, each containing enough 
material for a year’s worth of meetings. These 
included introductory activities, notes to help 
prepare the Bible teaching, ideas for visual aids, 
songs and prayers. 

A series of booklets on Youth Leadership 
helped leaders think about the issues teenagers 
were facing, how to understand and relate well 
to them, as well as how to organise meetings 
and teach the gospel. 

A magazine for young people, ‘Link’, 
was launched in 1961. These included 
quizzes based on the Prayer Book, stories of 
missionaries, a section answering common 
questions, encouragements to attend Christian 
summer holidays, and Bible studies. Other 
publications for young people included short 
books of missionary stories.

Although Church Society is not focused 
on youth and children’s ministry today, not 
least because of the rise of other excellent 
conservative evangelical organisations doing 
this work, a recent contribution in this area 
was the Reformation 500 set of resources 
which included Sunday school lessons, school 
assemblies and material for youth groups to 
learn from Luther, Cranmer and Calvin.

Seventy-Five Years
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Prayer Diary: July–August
21	Pray for Lee Gatiss speaking at an 

academic conference in Switzerland on 
the pastoral epistles.

22	Southfields, St Michael (Southwark) – 
Vicar, Stephen Melluish.

23	Pray for the work of the Church of 
England Evangelical Council (CEEC) as 
it seeks to contend for the gospel in the 
Church of England. 

24	St Illogan (Truro) – Rector, Mark Balfour. 
Please pray as we look to start a new 
congregation in September this year, initially 
meeting on Sunday afternoons. This will 
be for all ages but we particularly want to 
connect with young families, building on 
some of the connections many already have 
with church. Pray we keep our eyes on Jesus. 

25	Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, Holy Trinity, Holme in the Diocese 
of Carlisle, and the Vicar Graham Burrows.

26	St Pinnock (Truro) – P-in-C, Ben Morgan-
Lundie.

27	Pray for clergy on holidays over the 
summer, to be refreshed in body and soul 
as they enjoy time away from their usual 
responsibilities.

28	Pray for Ros Clarke, speaking this week at 
the Keswick Convention ‘Windows on the 
Word’ about some of the women in the 
Bible.

29	Stanstead* (St Eds & Ips) – Vacancy.

30	Stapenhill, Immanuel (Derby) – P-in-C, 
Philip Bosher.

31	Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, St John’s, Great Clacton in the 
Diocese of Chelmsford, and the Vicar 
Mark Mulryne.

August

1	 Stapenhill, St Peter (Derby).

2	 Pray for Christian camps and activities for 
children and teenagers over the summer. 
For opportunities to share the gospel and 
build up young people in Christ.

Fresh hopes for the future of the 
Evangelical cause are stirring in many 
hearts through the formation of the 
‘Church Society’, amalgamating the two 
bodies formerly known as the Church 
Association and the National Church 
League. The united society has declared 
that its basic principle is ‘the furtherance 
and defence of the Christian Gospel, to 
be maintained by a definite and effective 
churchmanship through faithfulness to 
the Church’s acknowledged standards of 
doctrine, worship and order’. 

In taking grateful note of that fact, we 
express the hope that the Church Society 
will become a rallying centre for all loyal 
churchmen, and will also prove a means of 
promoting the spiritual life and forwarding 
the pastoral work of our Church.

Frank Colquhoun, Churchman 64/3  
July 1950, p131.

Tom Hewitt 
Born in a coal-mining community in Newcastle 
in 1909, Tom Hewitt’s family could not have 
imagined that he would one day hold a position 
similar to that of a previous Home Secretary, 
or one of the most well-connected aristocratic 
women in Victorian society. But the gospel 
breaks down all those boundaries and when Tom 
was converted as a teenager, his life changed 
dramatically. He became an evangelist and was 
eventually called into ordained ministry on the 
south coast of England. Less than ten years 
after he taught himself to read English, he was 
reading Greek, Hebrew and Latin! In 1955, Tom 
became the third General Secretary of Church 
Society (the equivalent of today’s Director).1

From the nineteenth century, Church 
Association had seen the strategic value of 
acquiring patronage rights of churches in 
order to secure evangelical ministries, and the 
newly formed Church Society Trust took this 
over in 1950. This patronage work, then as 
now, was time-consuming but very significant. 
Tom’s daughter writes, ‘At this time of working 
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at Church Society, [Tom] was constantly seen 
in his study on the phone, jangling money 
in his pocket, and discussing who should go 
where in the next vacant living as vicar!’ (Anne 
Beauchamp, From Pit to Pulpit, p29.)

Tom continued in this role into the 1960s 
and the publication of Honest to God by John 
Robinson which set the liberal movement alight 
in the Church of England. As his daughter says, 
‘Tom was once again at the coalface, this time 
fighting for truth’ (ibid. p30). His seven years 
with Church Society involved travelling around 
the country to visit, preach at and encourage 
Church Society parishes, to write papers, to 
attend meetings, including Church Society’s 
own conferences, and ‘to argue with bishops’. 
Apparently he was one of only two people ever 
to be physically removed from Lambeth Palace!

Anglicanism
Evangelicalism, of course, was broader than 
Anglicanism at this time. Nonconformist churches 
were growing, and while there were non-
denominational parachurch ministries such as the 
Keswick Convention, there was still some distrust 
between Anglican and non-Anglican evangelicals, 
which famously came to a head in the debate 
between John Stott and Martyn Lloyd-Jones in 1966.

Church Society was fully committed to 
working within the Church of England, and its 
resources from this era demonstrate that. There 
are study guides to the Thirty-Nine Articles and 
commentaries on the Book of Common Prayer. 
Men like J. I. Packer were writing booklets for 
Church Society’s Prayer Book Reform Series. The 
Revd R. C. Lucas wrote a Prayer Book quiz for 

the first issue of the Link magazine. It mattered 
that Anglican evangelicals understood that 
their faith was the faith taught by the Church of 
England, in its foundational documents, and that 
therefore, it was worth fighting for.

Ordination of Women
When Church Society was founded, there was 
no need for it to identify as a complementarian 
organisation, because the question of whether 
women might ever be ordained had barely 
begun to be asked. It was assumed that the 
Church’s practice everywhere and at all times 
was based on biblical principles, and that this 
should continue. Women, as we saw in the work 
of Lady Cornelia Wimborne, had always been 
active in Church Society circles. There were 
female authors published by the Church Book 
Room Press from the beginning of the twentieth 
century if not before, and Church Society was 
responsible for training women for a variety of 
non-ordained ministries through the Church 
Sisters Training College and St Michael’s House.

But in 1968, the Lambeth Conference’s 
Resolution 342 stated that the theological 
arguments for and against female ordination were 
both inconclusive and in 1975 the General Synod 
voted to affirm that there was no fundamental 
objection to the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. The Church of England processes are 
slow and laborious, and so it took another 19 years 
before any women were ordained priest. Those 19 
years were characterised by campaigning on both 
sides of the debate, with Church Society taking an 
active role in the campaigns against this change. 
In Church Society publications, the theological 

It mattered that Anglican 
evangelicals understood that 
their faith was the faith taught 
by the Church of England, in 
its foundational documents, 
and that therefore, it was 
worth fighting for.
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Prayer Diary: August
3	 Stirchley* (Lichfield) – Team Rector, 

Joanna Farnworth. Pray for ongoing 
discernment of the future plans that God 
has for us. Good connections to be made 
through occasional offices so that more 
are drawn to Christ. Funding to be found 
for the building maintenance works that 
are required.

4	 Pray for the Anglican Mission in England 
(AMiE), the Anglican Network in Europe 
(ANiE), and the Anglican Convocation in 
Europe (ACE), that God’s kingdom may 
grow through their work.

5	 Stoke Ash with Thwaite* (St Eds & Ips) – 
Vacancy.

6	 Pray for the ministry of Diocesan 
Evangelical Fellowships, that evangelical 
Anglicans might be united in the gospel 
and work together in contending for the 
truth of God’s word.

7	 Pray today for Church Society Partner 
Church, All Saints, Fordham & Eight Ash 
Green in the Diocese of Chelmsford, and 
the Rector Francis Blight. Pray that we 
will honour God in all we do. That church 
members will find and use their God-given 
gifts. And that Francis and the PCC will 
make plans prayerfully, with sensitivity to 
the Lord’s leading.

8	 Streatham Park (Southwark) – Vicar, Marc 
Richeux. At St Alban’s, we are praying 
for new members of staff, particularly a 
curate next year and a youth worker. We 
are also asking God for the resources to 
meet that need and the conversion of a 
property bequeathed to us into a house 
for a youth worker.

9	 Pray for chaplains in hospitals, hospices,  
the armed forces and other organisations. 

10	Stretton-en-le-Field (Leicester) – Vacancy.

11	Pray for preparations for the Junior 
Anglican Evangelical Conference (JAEC) 
on the theme of ‘Love’, at the end of this 
month. Pray for speakers, organisation, 
and usefulness of conference for junior 
evangelicals. 

case for complementarian theology as the biblical 
model was made. Church Society members 
were encouraged to participate in the campaign, 
whether by standing for election to General Synod 
themselves, or writing to their representatives, 
urging them to vote against the proposals.

Just a few years after the first women were 
ordained, the campaigning began again, this time 
prompted by the proposals to begin consecrating 
women as bishops. Church Society wrote to 
all members of the General Synod making 
the case for suitable provision to be made for 
those unable to accept the ministry of a female 
bishop. The first attempt to pass this legislation 
was successfully blocked in 2012, forcing a 
rewrite of the provision in much stronger terms, 
making it possible for complementarians to 
continue to minister in good conscience.

In 2018, Church Society went through 
its most recent merger, with Reform and the 
Fellowship of Word and Spirit, continuing our 
practice of uniting conservative evangelical 
Anglicans in our work of reforming and 
renewing the Church of England in biblical faith.

Ros Clarke is Associate 
Director of Church Society.

1 The first, who oversaw the 
merger in 1950 was Gordon 

Savage, later Bishop of Buckingham and then Bishop 
of Southwell, and the second was the Australian, 
Philip Edgcumbe Hughes. 
2 The Lambeth Conference was the forerunner to the 
General Synod, which was founded in 1970.
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Celebrate with us!
Could you make a 75th anniversary present of 
a £75 donation?

Will you pray for 750 new members and 75 
new partner churches – and do what you can 
to help answer this prayer?!

Wear your support for Church Society proudly 
in one of our branded hoodies or t-shirts! 

Or perhaps a mug, pen or tin of mints is more 
your style?

Head to churchsociety.org to make your gift 
or choose from a great range of new CS75 
merchandise. 
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Prayer Diary: August
12	Summerstown, St Mary (Southwark) – Vicar, 

James Fletcher. Give thanks for partnership 
with London City Mission, pray for fruit 
from evangelistic conversations. Give 
thanks for recent Job series, with honest 
conversations off the back of it. Pray we 
would be a church good at caring for 
people suffering, and pray for support 
to help minister to the large numbers of 
children we have with additional needs. 

13	Pray for clergy who face opposition and 
difficulty in their parish, and from the 
wider church, to remain faithful.

14	Pray for Christian families and young 
people getting their A-level results today, 
to trust in the Lord however things turn 
out for them.

15	Surbiton Hill, Christ Church (Southwark) – 
Vicar, John Shepherd. Please pray for God 
to continue bringing new people to Christ 
Church, to raise up leaders, to provide 
finances, and for us to remain faithful, 
shaped by Word and Spirit, with wisdom 
to navigate the divisive challenges of LLF.

16	Talke, St Martin (Lichfield) – Vacancy.

17	Pray for Lee Gatiss preaching at Christ 
Church Cambridge this evening.

18	Tewkesbury, Holy Trinity (Gloucester) – 
Vicar, Stephen Walker. Give thanks for 
the opportunities we have for community 
engagement reflecting our aspiration to 
be, ‘A church in the community, for the 
community’. Please pray that these will 
bear fruit in numbers attending our Alpha 
courses/Discipleship course and turning 
to Christ as we continue to grow God’s 
Kingdom of love.

19	Pray for many women to sign up for the 
Priscilla Programme next term, and for 
all those studying on it to grow in their 
knowledge and love of God.

20	Tollard Royal* (Salisbury) – Vacancy.

21	Pray for Christian families and children 
getting their GCSE results today, to trust 
in the Lord however things turn out for 
them.

Join us
Church Society members are clergy and  
lay people, young and old, from around  
the UK and beyond, who are committed  
to contending to reform and renew the 
Church of England in biblical faith.

Visit churchsociety.org to download a 
brochure and application form.
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In the seventy-five years of Church Society, 
there have been just ten Directors (formerly 
known as Secretaries General). The current 
Director, Lee Gatiss, in post since 2012, 
takes up the story of Church Society in the 
present and looking to the future.

Church Society has a long and honoured 
history stretching back into the early part of the 
nineteenth century. But is it still needed today? 
What can we do to contend for the Church of 
England in the twenty-first century?

I usually summarise what we do in terms of 
four words beginning with P. You can tell we’re 
evangelical because of the alliterated sermon 
points! Church Society aims, prayerfully, to 
equip God’s people to live God’s word through 
publishing, politics, patronage and partnership.

Publishing
The days when J. C. Ryle could sell thousands 
of tracts about Anglican issues may be long 
gone, but there is still a need to engage with 
what’s happening in the church today. We 
do this every quarter through our magazine, 
Crossway, and our international journal of 
theology, The Global Anglican (formerly 
Churchman). We also have a regular podcast 
(something Ryle could never have dreamed of!), 
our YouTube videos (again, what would Ryle 
think?!), and our books.

When I first became Director, Crossway was 
almost entirely written by the Director alone. 
Nowadays, I see it as my job to try and harness 
the skills of many others in our publishing, 

because I believe we have what we need, as 
a constituency, to build ourselves up, and it is 
good to benefit from a wide variety of voices. 
Recent books, for example, have had 30, 40, or 
even 60 different contributors!

Initially, I had an idea to publish a series 
of weighty tomes from the past, to help us 
appreciate and reappropriate the best from 
our history. Publishing the two volumes of 
The Sermons of George Whitefield (2012) was 
intended to be the start of that endeavour, 
which I thought of as being like the great 
publishing projects of the nineteenth century, 
when the Parker Society issued over 50 volumes 
of Reformation writings and the Anglo-
Catholics republished heavy volumes from the 
early church and seventeenth century.

But the Council sagely wondered whether 
we might not be better off aiming a little lower, 
so we changed the strategic direction of our 
publishing ministry. We pivoted to producing 
smaller paperback books instead, aiming for 
a bigger market and more of an immediate 
usefulness. Reformed Foundations, Reforming 
Future by me and Peter Adam was the first such 
book, and many others have followed including 
The Effective Anglican; Reach, Build Send; and 
Gospel Flourishing in a Time of Confusion. 

Our publishing now is a mixture of 
devotional, foundational and contemporary. 
Gathering our Prayers Together, for example, 
is a series of devotional reflections on the 
Anglican Collects, while Foundations of Faith 
contains short reflections on the Thirty-Nine 
Articles, and Walk This Way does the same 

Church Society todayChurch Society today
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Prayer Diary: August
22	Uphill, Weston-Super-Mare, St Nicholas 

(Bath & Wells) – Vicar, Mark Madeley. We 
give thanks for spiritual and numerical 
growth and clear evidence of the Lord’s 
blessing. We ask prayer for difficult 
decisions ahead to do with the building 
and worries over the future of our Parish.

23	Pray for the ministry of readers and the 
responsibilities of churchwardens and 
members of PCCs. 

24	Pray for the King and the Royal Family.

25	Upper Chelsea, St Simon, Zelotes 
(London) – Vicar, Mike Neville. Pray for 
Joe Ammoun as he takes on increased 
responsibilities as Associate Vicar. Pray 
for our evening congregation to grow in 
Christ and in number. Pray for wisdom as 
we develop our children's ministry and 
consider making new staff appointments.

26	Pray for the Junior Anglican Evangelical 
Conference (JAEC) on the theme of 
‘Love’, starting today. Pray for speakers, 
organisation, and usefulness of 
conference for junior evangelicals.

27	Continue to pray for JAEC, and also for 
the Church Society AGM this afternoon. 
Pray for those who will be elected to the 
Church Society Council to serve faithfully 
and diligently.

28	Wallington, Holy Trinity (Southwark) – 
Vicar, James Hills. Praise God for new life 
in baptisms and for many visitors, pray 
for a deep work of bringing people to be 
sold out for Jesus. Please also pray for 
fruit from our recent Holiday Club held at 
the end of August.

29	Pray for Kirsten Birkett’s work as Publications 
Manager to be prayerful and biblical.

30	Wallington, St Patrick (Southwark) – Vicar, 
Oliver Osborn.

31	Pray for Luckley House School for which 
Church Society appoints Trustees, for 
wisdom and boldness for the senior 
team and governors to uphold a biblical 
Christian ethos through all aspects of 
school life. 

for the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments (with an accompanying 
video course on the Creed now available for 
churches to use). Kirsten Birkett’s Class and the 
Evangelical Church in England and George 
Crowder’s Reforming Church: How God is at 
Work in Revitalisation Ministry both address 
contemporary concerns.

The Global Anglican continues the 
ministry of Churchman, begun in 1879. It has 
international members of the editorial board 
(including editor Peter Jensen) and many 
international contributors, who help subscribers 
keep abreast of the latest thinking (especially 
with an abundance of book reviews).

Meanwhile our blog and podcast have 
also interacted with the most up-to-date 
issues in the Church of England, and on 
YouTube we have contributed to debates 
about complementarianism and Living in 
Love and Faith. We’ve also had videos on The 
Homilies and to accompany the book Fight 
Valiantly, which have been viewed many times, 
though our most viewed video is probably my 
26-minute look at ‘Ways Forward on Same-Sex 
Marriage in Church’. We also have a full set of 
five-minute video expositions of the lectionary 
for the full three-year cycle of readings, which 
have helped ministers and others who use the 
lectionary each week.

In all of these ways, our publishing output 
has sought to equip God’s people to live 
God’s word in today’s Church of England, from 
a solidly Reformed and Evangelical practical 
perspective.
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I and other staff have travelled the country 
with Rod Thomas and Rob Munro on their 
roadshows, to speak and to listen. Not all our 
members are in Resolution churches or would 
feel the same about that issue, but we would 
all be united I think, in wanting the presence of 
such people to continue in the national church.

Ros Clarke and I have been in several 
meetings with bishops and archbishops 
to discuss the big issue of the day (LLF). 
Alone amongst conservative leaders we told 
Archbishop Justin Welby that he ought to 
resign, at a meeting with him some months 
before he did, and we have been persistent 
behind the scenes in calling for accountability 
for bishops. Ros has a motion before the next 
Synod about their need to submit to a culture 
review, which has support across ‘party lines’.

Gone are the days when Church Association 
was regularly taking ritualists to court to prove 
the Thirty-Nine Articles still held sway, and 
when the National Church League led the way 
in the defeat of the Anglo-Catholic prayer book 
of 1928 in Parliament. Evangelicals became 
more quiescent over the course of the twentieth 
century. But I think one of the big shifts over the 
last few years has been a greater willingness 
amongst us now to consider some kind of 
political engagement with the wider Church 
of England. We used to be far quieter and just 
keep our heads down in the parish, on the 
whole. But that has changed, and I think Church 
Society has helped people see the need for 
good politics and resourced them to contend. 
We hope to continue in that vein.

Politics
Thanks to some hard work during election 
season, ten per cent of the current membership 
of General Synod are members of Church 
Society. So we seek to support, encourage and 
resource them to do the important work of 
ecclesiastical politics. Unfortunately, we are not 
represented at the senior levels of the church in 
anything like a proportional way. We have one 
bishop, out of about 120 serving in the church 
today, and he is in a rather exceptional role as a 
‘flying bishop’ and very overworked.

I have made this point repeatedly over the 
years, and even called for 12 complementarian 
bishops (which would be more proportional). 
Sadly, we don’t seem to be getting very 
far with this, although there are now more 
complementarians ‘in the system’ and eligible 
for suffragan and diocesan posts. We must 
continue to pray that we will indeed ‘flourish 
in the life and structures of the church’ as 
was promised by the Five Guiding Principles. 
I wonder if we will ever have more than the 
odd Archdeacon, or if there will ever be a 
conservative evangelical cathedral Dean?

You may recall that in 2012, the legislation 
to appoint women as bishops failed, partly 
because Church Society convinced people 
that the provision then being proposed was 
not sufficient for us. The resulting rethink did 
involve us more, and we did subsequently 
secure the Bishop of Maidstone post 
(now Bishop of Ebbsfleet). Church Society 
works closely with Ebbsfleet to serve the 
complementarian constituency, which is why 

I think one of the big shifts 
over the last few years has 
been a greater willingness 
amongst us now to consider 
some kind of political 
engagement with the wider 
Church of England.
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Prayer Diary: September
1	 Wandsworth, All Saints w Holy Trinity 

(Southwark) – Vicar, David Simpson. 
Praise God for the fruit from our recent 
Alpha courses (six people were baptised 
on Easter Sunday) and the relaunch 
of our Youth Group. Please pray for 
more younger people to join us and 
for increased ethnic diversity – both to 
reflect the demographics of the area.

2	 Warboys (Ely) – Rector, Garry Dawson-
Jones. We give thanks to God for signs 
of growth during the last 18 months and 
we ask you to pray for our Alpha course 
starting in the autumn, that people will 
encounter Jesus and lives will be changed. 
Would you also pray for the ongoing works 
on our car park, which should be finished 
by early September, and the remainder of 
the funding will be made available.

3	 Pray for clergy, PCCs and churchwardens 
as they consider how best to respond to 
the bishops’ proposed Prayers of Love 
and Faith. Pray for them to have wisdom 
and courage.

4	 Washfield* (Exeter) – Team Rector, 
Stephanie Gordon-Jeffs.

5	 Pray for Rob Munro to be faithful and 
godly in all his responsibilities as Bishop 
of Ebbsfleet. Pray for complementarian 
ministers and churches to be well-
supported by his work.

6	 Wath (Leeds) – Rector, James Gwyn-Thomas.

7	 Pray for clergy (both unemployed and 
employed) looking for posts.

8	 Wembdon, St George (Bath & Wells) – 
Vicar, Ed Moll.

9	 Pray for the Latimer Trust and its 
publications ministry. 

10	Weybread* (St Eds & Ips) – Rector, Susan 
Loxton. St Andrews, Weybread has one 
service a month plus 5th Sundays and 
festivals. There is an engaged congregation 
of about 15. Give thanks for local people 
who take care of the churchyard and come 
to any events that we hold in church. 
Please pray for growth in faith and number.

Patronage
Over the last 13 years since I was appointed, 
the number of churches where we have 
patronage interests has grown. Patronage 
cannot be bought and sold as in the old days, 
but it can be transferred, and new churches can 
assign a patron. We have grown in these ways 
and it’s now our privilege to help more than 130 
churches with their appointments. 

Paul Darlington recently joined the staff 
team part-time as Patronage Director, as 
well as being the chairman of our patronage 
board, which meets monthly and works 
hard in between meetings to ensure good 
appointments in our churches. This is a key way 
in which we seek to secure gospel ministry for 
the long term in the Church of England.

Partnership
We are a fellowship contending to reform and 
renew the Church of England in biblical faith. 
That is not something any of us can do alone, 
and so we continue to need some way in which 
we can express our common concerns and work 
together as a constituency.

I am proud of the way in which Church 
Society operates as an association controlled 
by its members, democratically electing a 
Council to carry forward its agenda in line with 
our constitution, accountable every year to the 
Annual General Meeting.

The staff team has grown wonderfully 
in the last decade: Ros Clarke has done 
excellent work in a number of areas as our 
Associate Director; Kirsten Birkett is our brilliant 

The Rt Revd Rob Munro, Bishop of Ebbsfleet
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Publications Manager (and is also a member of 
the Faith and Order Commission of the Church 
of England, which is a key role at this time); 
our regional directors have strengthened our 
community and provided advice and mentoring 
over the years (Mark Wallace, George Crowder, 
Chris Moore and Tony Cannon); and Paul 
Darlington is now able to dedicate more 
time to our appointments responsibilities as 
Patronage Director. I am constantly grateful too 
for the sterling work done by Sophie Barker our 
superb Finance Manager, and David Meager 
our efficient and long-serving Administrator.

We express our partnership through various 
conferences and alliances. The merger with the 
Fellowship of Word and Spirit has brought with 
it an annual conference of theological depth 
and application, that inspires great loyalty 
and refreshes those who come each year. 
Our Junior Anglican Evangelical Conference 
(JAEC) has, over the last decade or so, seen 
hundreds of men and women join together to 
learn more about the Bible and contemporary 
Anglicanism, and explore their call to full-
time ministry. This remains crucial at a time 
when the Church is facing a clergy recruitment 

crisis. There has never been a more important 
time for those considering ministry, training 
for it, or embarking on its first few years, to 
be networking well together. Many of our 
publishing endeavours have also emerged out 
of this annual event. 

Similarly, our Network of Revitalisation 
Ministries (NoRM) is a perfect way for those 
working in less established situations to meet 
together, share woes and advice, and be 
both inspired and equipped for their difficult 
ministries. We had the vision and desire to 
help these people for many years, but George 
Crowder really got this moving in his time as 
regional director, and Chris and Tony have also 
given a great deal to it. We can change the 
Church of England together, one parish at a 
time. 

Meanwhile, we are very much involved 
in broader alliances. Church Society was a 
founding member of the Church of England 
Evangelical Council (CEEC), and we continue 
to be part of this great cooperative venture to 
unite evangelicals in common cause. We are 
also part of what is known as The Alliance, an 
even broader coalition of bishops, network 
leaders and others across the evangelical and 
Anglo-Catholic spectrum, who want to push 
back against LLF and the revisionist cause.

We also have a long-term alliance with 
the Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican 
Communion (EFAC) and a more recent one with 
Affinity. The latter seeks to unite conservative 
evangelicals in many denominations and 
agencies across the whole of the UK, and it is 
a joy for me to play a role on its Council and 
attend regular prayer meetings with Baptists, 
Presbyterians and others from all corners of the 

There has never been a 
more important time for 
those considering ministry, 
training for it, or embarking 
on its first few years, to be 
networking well together.
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Prayer Diary: September
11	Pray today for Church Society Partner 

Church, St Peter’s, Harold Wood in the 
Diocese of Chelmsford, and the Vicar Rob 
Hudson. Give thanks for the newcomers 
attending our church services, pray that 
they will become settled members of our 
church family. Our focus as a church this 
year is on our corporate prayer life so 
please pray for our praying! 

12	Wharton, Christ Church (Chester) – Vicar, 
Chris Pierce. 

13	Whinburgh* (Norwich) – P-in-C, Tim 
Weatherstone.

14	Pray for the Government and the 
influence of Christians in Parliament.

15	Pray for the Affinity Advisory Council 
meeting today, and for Lee Gatiss on the 
Council. Pray for their work connecting 
evangelicals across denominations in the 
UK. For Anglican evangelicals to have 
good relationships with non-Anglicans.

16	Pray for the ministry of Church Society 
Trust, our patronage board meeting 
today, for wise appointments in all our 
Trust parishes. For Paul Darlington as 
Chairman.

17	Wimborne, St John (Salisbury) – Vicar, 
Peter Breckwoldt.

18	Pray for Ros Clarke and other members 
of the Standing Commission on the Five 
Guiding Principles, meeting today in 
Blackburn Diocese to consider how well 
the arrangements are working there and 
what lessons might be learned for other 
dioceses.

19	Woking, St John the Baptist (Guildford) 
– Vicar, Glyn Lucas. Give thanks for a 
recent PCC away day discussing topics 
including improving our welcome, and 
deepening the commitment of members 
in attendance, serving, prayer and 
financial giving. Please pray for these, 
and for fruit from our holiday club held at 
the end of August.

20	Wolverhampton, St Luke (Lichfield) – 
Vicar, Richard Espin-Bradley.

Junior Anglican  
Evangelical Conference  

2025

26–28 August  
2025

King’s Park 
Conference Centre 

Northampton 

While the Church of England continues to 
tie itself in knots over what it means to live 
in love and faith, we know that God himself 
is the one who defines love. 

In this year’s conference, therefore, we will 
be considering what it means to be loved 
by God, and to follow the commands to 
love God, love our neighbours and love our 
enemies. 

To book, contact the Church Society 
office at admin@churchsociety.org  
or book online at churchsociety.org
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British Isles. On an international level, I have 
also been privileged to attend all the GAFCON 
conferences that have been held since I started 
as Director of Church Society, and to build our 
sense of fellowship with others across global 
Anglicanism. 

In the last few years we have also started 
the Dean Wace Scholarships, the Bishop 
Ryle Bursaries, and the Mary Vere Grants, to 
provide financial support each year to those 
in or training for ministry. Money is a key way 
in which we can express our fellowship, and 
strengthen our cause for the future. I thank 
God regularly that our Society is in a financially 
healthy position to be able to do this. 

For me, though, perhaps the most 
important aspect of our fellowship is the 
monthly online prayer meeting. We wrestle in 
prayer together on the first Thursday of every 
month via Zoom, asking the Lord to guide, help 
and support us in all we do for the glory of God 
and the good of England. We also have a daily 
prayer diary on social media, PrayerMate, and 
in Crossway, and a members’ prayer group on 
Facebook. Unless the Lord builds the house, 
the labourers labour in vain.

I hope and pray that God will indeed bless 
all these endeavours for his glory. If Jesus has 
not returned by then, I hope that in 75 years’ 
time there will be much fruit to look back on 
from all the ministries of Church Society.

Lee Gatiss is the Director of 
Church Society.

Partner Churches commit to praying, 
contending and contributing financially 
to the work of Church Society. They also 
receive a welcome package and discounted 
rates for our publications and conferences. 

Partner churches can also call on Church 
Society for advice and support for their 
minister, PCC and wardens, e.g. during an 
interregnum. 

Partner churches get a badge to display on 
their websites and a printed certificate to 
display in their buildings. 

More information is on the Church Society 
website: churchsociety.org

New Partner Church: St Mary’s, Cheadle, 
Diocese of Chester.

Join us...

CC-BY-SA 2.0
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Prayer Diary: September
21	Pray today for Church Society Partner 

Church, Holy Trinity, Springfield in the 
Diocese of Chelmsford, and the Vicar 
Keith Roddy.

22	Pray for Lee Gatiss’s writing ministry, that 
his books and articles would be edifying 
and useful to the church.

23	Woodham Walter (Chelmsford) – P-in-C, 
Julie Willmot. 

24	Pray for the Network of Revitalisation 
Ministries (NoRM) run by our regional 
directors. Pray it will encourage ministers 
in revitalisation work to have perseverance, 
faithfulness, patience and grace. Pray for 
fellow-workers to join them, and for many 
hearts to be rekindled in love for the Lord.

25	Pray for a meeting of The Alliance 
stakeholders today.

26	Worthing, Holy Trinity (Chichester) – Vacancy.

27	Pray for Church Society publications, 
in particular the quarterly publications, 
Crossway and The Global Anglican. 
Also that our books, articles, and online 
resources would be edifying and useful 
to the church.

28	Worthing, St Matthew (Chichester) – 
Vicar, Paul Taylor.

29	Pray for the ReNew conference over the 
next two days, on the theme of ‘Growing 
Leaders’. Pray for Lee Gatiss speaking 
on Growing Leaders: A Historical 
Perspective.

30	Worthing, St George (Chichester) – Vicar, 
John Brook.

Thank you for praying with us. 
* Indicates that the Trust’s parish is part of a 
larger benefice.

The prayer diary items above are also 
accessible via the PrayerMate app:  
http://praynow4.org/churchsociety.  
We also produce a prayer list sheet of all the 
parishes we are patron of. If you would like 
to be sent this, please contact the office.

Appointments & Vacancies
Church Society Trust holds the rights of 
patronage for a number of benefices in the 
Church of England. To find out more about 
the current vacancies, or to apply, please 
see churchsociety.org/vacancies.

Appointments

Revd Dr Richard Reeve, Priest-in-Charge 
(Vicar Designate), St James, Audley 
(pictured), and St Martin, Talke, Diocese 
of Lichfield.

Revd Ben Williamson, Chaplain, St 
James's, Ryde, Isle of Wight, Diocese of 
Portsmouth.

CC-BY-SA 4.0
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Editor: Kirsten Birkett

Crossway is the quarterly magazine of 
Church Society and is available free to 
members of the Society. For details of 
how to become a member, please check 
our website or contact us using the details 
listed below.

Crossway is also available by annual 
subscription. Our 2025 rates, which 
include postage, are:
UK: £10
Overseas: £17

Individual copies are available from 
Church Society at £1.50 plus postage. If 
you place an order of 10 or more copies, 
we will send them to you postage free.

Church Society (Dean Wace House)
Ground Floor, Centre Block
Hille Business Park
132 St Albans Road
Watford WD24 4AE

Tel 01923 255410 
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Making a bequest to Church Society
Here is a convenient form of words which can 
be used to make a bequest to Church Society 
in your Will: 
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The Global Anglican
The June 2025 issue of The Global Anglican, 
an international theological journal produced 
quarterly by Church Society, is now out:
•	 Editorial – ‘Too Much Faith?’
	 Peter Jensen
•	 ‘Political Theology and Mission in Southeast 

Asia.’ 
	 Khee-Vun Lin
•	 ‘Sanctification and Salvation: Bishop Charles 

Mcilvaine.’ 
	 Benjamin A. Wagner
•	 ‘Oaths and Ordinations.’ 
	 Lee Gatiss
•	 ‘Navigating a Church–Dissenter Friendship at 

the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century: 
The Correspondence between Thomas Scott 
and John Ryland Jr.’ 

	 Fergus Pearson
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