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in answer to the supplication of God’s people, will inevitably (as the
history of the Church clearly shows) bring with it a phenomenal in-
crease in the numbers of those offering themselves for the ministry,
the mission field, and the lay work of the Church, and it will also
witness a reflorescence of sacrificial giving on the part of God’s people
for the evangelization of the world to the glory of our Triune God.
We trust that this number of The Churchman, with its articles by
four distinguished contributors who have a first-hand knowledge of the
mission fields of the world and a concern for world evangelization, may
in some small measure serve to remind the Church of England of her
missionary obligations and responsibilities. P.E.H.

Missions and the Church

“ You may always measure the value to yourselves of Christ’s Cross
by your interest in missions. And it is a safe test of the Spirit’s
presence in a Church. They are of the essence of an apostolic Church
as distinct from a Church of culture, or a school of thought, or a social
club. . . . The Church that missions really dies with Christ, and its
missionaries but show forth His death. . . . There is nothing finer
nor more pathetic to me than the way in which missionaries unlearn
the love of the old home, die to their native land, and wed their hearts
to the people they have served and won ; so that they cannot rest in
England, but must return to lay their bones where they spent their
hearts for Christ. How vulgar the common patriotisms seem beside
this inverted home-sickness, this passion of a kingdom which has no
frontiers and no favoured race, the passion of a homeless Christ ! . . .
One reason why the Church is too little missionary abroad is that it is
not a missionary Church at home. It is established on good terms
with its world instead of being a foreign mission from another. . . .
A Church which is not missionary will soon cease to be a Church. It
has lost the Holy Spirit. It has lost the Cross as a living power. A
Church cold to missions is a Church dead to the Cross. It may have
religion, but not the Gospel.” (P. T. Forsyth.)



