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St Albans leaders oppose
appointment of new Dean
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"Reflecting the widespread concern over the appointment of Canon Jeffrey John
to be Dean of St. Albans, a meeting of the Diocesan Evangelical Fellowship
committee, together with a large number of clergy and laity from across the St
Albans Diocese, expressed dismay at this appointment and the consequences that
will flow from it.

We recognise that the ministry of the Dean is confined primarily to the Cathedral
but in view of the role such a person takes in the Diocese as a whole and also the
importance of the Cathedral as one of the larger churches in the Diocese we
regret this appointment.

We note that this particular appointment has been made despite the request of
the Lambeth Commission that perceived controversial appointments should be
avoided during their 12 months consultation period. We consequently regard this
step as a serious error of judgement.  Furthermore, we are aggrieved that the
Diocesan Bishop, who has also called on people not to take precipitate action,
should have agreed to the appointment, thus creating division within the Diocese
and the wider Anglican Communion.

Such disquiet and concern has been compounded by the statements made at the
Press Conference, both by Canon Jeffrey John and the Bishop of St. Albans. We
regard their views as reported as wholly erroneous and contrary to Scripture,
tradition and reason, as well as the statements of the House of Bishops (‘Issues in
Human Sexuality’) and the Anglican Communion. We respectfully request that the
appointment be withdrawn.

We recognise that individual clergy, congregations and lay members have taken,
or will wish to take, further action.  We will continue to consult, work and pray
together for the advancement of the gospel of Christ and the upholding of biblical
standards in the Diocese."
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